
 
 
  
 
 
Notes for institutions 
on the publication of search requests and found-object reports in the Lost Art 
Database  
 
 

I. Publication of an entry 
 
Your entry will be processed in accordance with the Principles for the registration 
and deletion of entries in the Lost Art Database. 
 
The Lost Art Database is used exclusively to document cultural property that was 
confiscated as a result of Nazi persecution, where such confiscation is suspected 
or cannot be ruled out, and also cultural property that was relocated or lost as a 
result of the events of the Second World War. For this reason, please pay careful 
attention to the context of loss when submitting an entry. 
 
When search requests or found-object reports are submitted by public institutions 
for publication in the Lost Art Database, it is assumed that the reporting party has 
been authorised by the submitting institution to act on its behalf. It is not 
necessary to include a separate declaration of consent as is required for private 
individuals or private institutions. 
 
 

II. Copyright 
 
If you submit images (image files), you confirm in doing so that you hold the 
necessary copyright and/or usage rights, unless the works concerned are already 
in the public domain. With regard to the copyright-protected images, you grant us 
the rights required for publication on the Lost Art website. In addition, you agree 
to indemnify the German Lost Art Foundation against any claims by third parties, 
to the extent that such claims arise from your breach of duty. 
 
 

III. Data privacy 
 
We process the personal data you provide to review and, where applicable, 
publish your entry, and to contact you. 
 
For further information on the data we publish on Lost Art, see: Privacy statement. 
 
With regard to the personal data you provide, you consent to processing within 
the scope of our statutory duties in connection with the Lost Art Database. The 
legal basis for processing is your consent (Article 6(1)(a) GDPR). Providing your 
information is neither legally nor contractually required; it is voluntary. If the 
information required to review an entry and communicate with you is not 
provided, or if you withdraw your consent to publication, the entry will not (or will 
no longer) be published on Lost Art. For further information about data protection 
(in particular details of the controller, data protection officer, supervisory 
authority, storage period and your rights), see the privacy statement linked above. 

https://www.lostart.de/principles
https://www.lostart.de/principles
https://www.lostart.de/en/start
https://www.lostart.de/en/privacy


 

 
 

IV. Import tables/data submission 
 
When submitting data, please use the Excel templates provided under “Submit 
object entry” for search requests and found-object reports. The templates 
distinguish between museum, library and archive materials and reflect all data 
fields that are published in the Lost Art Database. 
 
Please enter the details of the object in the relevant data fields and read the 
guidance on completing the fields provided in the second column of the table. Not 
all fields are free-text fields. In some cases, formatting conventions must be 
observed to ensure smooth import. 
 
Information entered in additional fields created by you cannot be processed. 
 
In line with the purpose of the Lost Art Database, the information provided for 
publication should enable the identification of the object being sought or already 
held. Information on provenance should relate directly to a period of confiscation 
or loss between 1933 and 1945. 
 
While the provision of images relating to the object data is helpful and desirable, 
it cannot replace at least a basic description of the object or image content in 
words. Searches in the Lost Art Database are always carried out via text search. 
Image-based searches are not possible. 
 
Please always bear in mind that the Lost Art Database serves a wide range of user 
groups, including not only specialist provenance researchers and art dealers but 
also lawyers, authorities and private individuals in Germany and abroad. The 
content should therefore be easy for the latter to understand as well. 
 
Please ensure that your data and contact details are kept up to date, and notify us 
promptly of any changes. The German Lost Art Foundation does not carry out 
automatic updates. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the submission of object entries to the Lost 
Art Database, you are welcome to contact the responsible staff members in the 
Lost Art Documentation department at any time: 
 
Search requests    Found-object reports 
Beatrice Deye     Susanne Zwick 
beatrice.deye@kulturgutverluste.de  susanne.zwick@kulturgutverluste.de  

https://www.lostart.de/en/report-object/search-requests
https://www.lostart.de/en/report-object/found-object-reports
mailto:beatrice.deye@kulturgutverluste.de
mailto:susanne.zwick@kulturgutverluste.de

