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Ludolf Backhuysen (?) 

Ships at sea 

 

Oil on canvas, 55.5 x 79.5 cm 

on recto, lower centre, artist’s monogramm in black: “LB” 

 

Provenance: 

(…) 

By latest 2012: Cornelius Gurlitt, Munich/Salzburg 

From 6 May 2014: Estate of Cornelius Gurlitt 

 

Primary source: 

Hildebrand Gurlitt and Cornelius Gurlitt Papers: 

Seizure Inventory [Sicherstellungsverzeichnis], 2012, no. SV (Part 2)/095 

 

Further sources consulted: 

Ludolf Bakhuizen (1631–1708): Schryfmeester, Teyckenaer, Schilder. Exh. cat., Rijksmuseum 
Nederlands Scheepvaart Museum, Amsterdam, 1985. 

Beer, Gerlinde de. Ludolf Backhuysen (1630–1708): Sein Leben und Werk. Zwolle: Waanders, 2002. 
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Verzeichnis national wertvoller Kunstwerke (“Reichsliste von 1938”) 

Witt Library, London 

 

Note: 

The painting is not included in the Backhuysen catalogue raisonné by Gerlinde de Beer. 

Due to poor quality an expert on Backhuysen doubts that the painting is by the artist himself; it is 
possibly a later copy by an unknown artist.  

The original report on the provenance of this work, as submitted to the Task Force Schwabing Art 
Trove, was made accessible online at www.taskforce-kunstfund.de as of 14 January 2016. That 
report was updated by the Gurlitt Provenance Research Project on 21 June 2017. 

 

Rights:  

All rights to this report belong to the German Lost Art Foundation under whose administration the 
Gurlitt Provenance Research Project operates.  

   

Disclaimer: 

The Gurlitt Provenance Research Project, as the successor to the Task Force Schwabing Art Trove, 
focused exclusively on the provenance of the artwork described in this report. This report does 
not purport to make pronouncements on any legal claims and legal positions. Where individuals 
are referred to as descendants, this term is not legally binding. No liability will be accepted for 
conclusions drawn by third parties based on this report.  

The Gurlitt Provenance Research Project endeavoured to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the 
information provided in this report. No liability will be accepted, in particular, for the accuracy of 
the used sources; the facts, analyses and conclusions contained therein; the exhaustiveness of 
research and evaluation of the available source material; any analyses or conclusions drawn from 
the sources in the course of research; the findings on the subject of the report and how they were 
derived; the authenticity of the artwork, its attribution to a particular artist, and/or its monetary 
value.  

The conclusions drawn in this report may be revised, should additional relevant material be 
discovered. The Gurlitt Provenance Research Project welcomes any information that may 
augment or clarify the provenance of this work. 


